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March at ECA

As we welcome March, we can’t help but reflect on what felt like a
very short February at ECA. Between vacation week and three snow
days (which we are hopefully DONE with!), the month seemed to fly
by in a flash. Despite the interruptions, our community continued to

demonstrate creativity, resilience, and collaboration across our
studios, classrooms, and performance spaces.

February also gave us the opportunity to pause and honor Black
History Month recognizing the invaluable contributions of Black
individuals throughout history and celebrating the profound and

lasting impact Black culture continues to have on the arts and our
society. 

We held a beautiful schoolwide assembly on February 4 where we
honored Bob Parker and celebrated the initiation of the Bob Parker

Foundation. It was a meaningful and inspiring moment for our
community. Bringing Javier Colon to ECA made the afternoon

unforgettable with his artistry, authenticity, and connection with our
students which created a powerful and lasting impression. It was a
beautiful reminder of the transformative impact of the arts and the

importance of mentorship and legacy within our creative community.
Now, as we step into March, we look forward to the energy,

excitement, and “March madness” ahead filled with performances,
creative breakthroughs, and (hopefully!) warmer days.

With gratitude (and officially manifesting warmer weather),
Stefanie 
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      March Highlights



📞   ATTENDANCE & DISMISSAL REMINDERS

A few quick housekeeping notes as we move into November!

If your student will be absent, arriving late, or leaving early, please call or email the ECA Main

Office as early as possible that day. This helps us track attendance accurately and

communicate with teachers quickly.

We kindly ask that any dismissal changes or early pick-up requests be made no later than

3:15 PM. our staff, classes, and students are often spread across multiple locations at that

time, and therefore we need adequate notice to locate students and minimize classroom

interruptions.

When home districts have days off and transportation is not provided, students are still

welcome and encouraged to attend ECA. If transportation challenges prevent attendance,

the absence will be excused for that day.

Thank you for helping us keep our afternoons safe, and organized for our staff and students!

Your ECA Office Team



ECA is looking for presenters for our Career Day
on April 1  2026. Our parents are great resources
and many of you are in Careers that showcase the
skills that our students are acquiring at ECA. If you

are interested in sharing a window into your
career path please consider filling this form out
Volunteer Presenter Form or call me to discuss

further! In addition, if you know someone who may
be a good fit, please pass along. -Julie Massaro
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From Our School Counselor

https://forms.gle/bJnkoP43WJUM5Xo27


The Creative Writing department is pleased
to welcome several visiting writers during
the third quarter, to share their work and
to lead workshops and writing exercises.

On February 26th, we were joined by New
Haven poet laureate Yexandra Diaz.

On March 11th, we will be joined by ECA
alum and poet Steve Barichko and 2026

Stonewall Book Prize and New York Public
Library Best Books of 2025 winner Mick

Powell.

Creative Writing News





Music News
The music department has been abuzz with guest artists, performances, festivals, and gigs this February and

moving into March. 

On February 3, students enjoyed a thrilling conversation with NHSO Composer in Residence Courtney Bryan.
Courtney shared details of her musical journey, noting her intentional efforts to bring all of her musical
influences, experiences, and ideas to life through her music. Courtney astounded us all with a brilliant,

creative performance and encouraged students to continually listen and collaborate. 

Our Tri-M chapter hosted the second Coffee House of the year. The Arts Hall was packed with students,
families, alumni, and friends, who cheered on performers from every department. A special highlight was CJ

Nixon's yo-yo performance! 

Our Vocal Jazz Ensemble shared in their first workshop with Surrenity Williams, as part of Sanctuary
Studios, an opportunity for singers to develop their unique, authentic voice and to perform with confidence,

creativity, and style. Surrenity, who has performed with Esperanza Spaulding, Stevie Wonder, & Coldplay
among many others; who has worked in the recording studio and on live shows including the BET awards and

late-night talk shows; and who has studied and shared insight into the essential business mindset
performers need to cultivate, worked with students to be mindful, to listen, and to be intentional in their

musical choices. 

Seven ECA musicians were accepted into the 2026 CT All-State Festival. This include Ben Sachar (jazz
drums), Linus Tsang (Jazz piano), Claudia Persinger (Orchestra, double bass), Ciaran Borné-Brennan (Band,

Alto Saxophone), Matiya Kouassi (choir), June Lanpher (choir), & Genesis Torrealba (choir). 

The ECA Jazz Collective was recently selected to perform as a Showcase Ensemble at the CT Music
Educators' annual In-Service Conference, on Friday, March 27. This quartet will also be featured at the LEAP

Year-Fundraising Gala (February 26, Q-House) & the Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen Fundraising Gala
(March 7, Schwarzmann Center). Congratulations to Claudia, Ben, Dontae, & Linus as well as their director,

Will Cleary.

March will begin with three major events; film composition workshops with guest artist Eric Phillips, a New
Music recital on March 4, and a department-wide project exploring the art and science of practice. 

We look forward to seeing many of you at our recital this week!





Theatre News
Spotlight on Theatre: How Deep Artistic Study Builds Skills for Life

With an unusual stretch of vacation days and snow closures behind us, this month offers a perfect moment to
highlight why theatre education is such a powerful part of the ECA experience. At ECA, every arts discipline
offers students a powerful space to grow as thinkers, creators, and collaborators. Here is what students gain

specifically from immersing themselves in theatre—though many of these benefits, if not all, intersect
meaningfully with the other art forms our school so proudly offers.

Why Theatre Education Matters
Students in the Theatre Department devote their full artistic study to theatre, allowing them to immerse deeply

in the craft and develop skills that serve them well no matter what path they pursue after graduation.
Theatre Builds Exceptional Communicators

Theatre strengthens both verbal and nonverbal communication. Students learn to express ideas clearly, listen
actively, interpret tone and gesture, and collaborate with diverse groups—skills essential in any profession

centered on human interaction.
Theatre Students Become Strong Problem Solvers

Every rehearsal is a problem‐solving environment. Students analyze challenges, test solutions, adapt quickly,
and think creatively—abilities that support success in fields from STEM to business to leadership roles.

Theatre Strengthens Social and Emotional Skills
Theatre fosters empathy, emotional awareness, and perspective‐taking. Students learn to understand others’

experiences and navigate complex interpersonal dynamics, building the foundation for strong relationships and
effective teamwork.

Theatre Enhances Academic Engagement
Participation in theatre is linked to improved attendance, motivation, and overall engagement with school.

When students feel connected and confident, their academic work benefits across the board.

Theatre Helps Students Understand Themselves
Theatre integrates creative, technical, and analytical thinking, giving students a multidimensional way to

explore who they are and how they contribute to a community—insight that is valuable in every stage of life.
The ECA Difference

At ECA, these benefits are amplified by the environment we intentionally cultivate. Small class sizes ensure
that every student receives individual attention and feels valued and heard. Many of our projects, including our
new devised musical, are created entirely by the students themselves, giving them ownership of their artistry

while engaging with the most current methods used in post‐secondary theatre programs.
Our emphasis on skill and technique, on process as much as product, and on a wide range of specialized

content sets our program apart. Students study with a group of teachers who hold terminal degrees and are
practicing professional artists, providing training that mirrors the rigor of college‐level work and often places
our graduates well ahead of their peers. Just as important, our students find themselves in a place where they

belong—a sacred space that has fostered an extraordinary legacy since ECA opened its doors in 1974.
We are proud of the young artists who fill our studios each day, and we look forward to all they will continue to

create, discover, and becom.





Dance News
This quarter, we are excited to share several wonderful events happening in the
Dance Department. Our Faculty Repertory performance has been rescheduled to

Wednesday, April 22nd, and Thursday, April 23rd at 6:30 PM. We hope you will join
us in supporting our students and faculty during these special evenings.

On March 19th, the educational program from The Joyce Theater will send
teaching artist Susan Thomasson to lead a residency with our students in

preparation for their March 26th trip to New York City. While there, students will
attend a performance by Hubbard Street Dance Chicago at The Joyce Theater. As

part of this experience, they will participate in a choreography breakdown to
deepen their understanding of the company’s artistic process and professional

standards.
In addition, our seniors will hold auditions for their Senior Projects on March 9th,

with rehearsals beginning on March 10th. This marks an exciting milestone in
their final year, as they begin developing and preparing their culminating creative

work.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our Dance Department and

our students.



Students in the Visual Arts Department are back to work in
their 3  quarter classes, immersing themselves in the final

round of creative exploration of media, techniques, and
concepts before their end-of-quarter show on March 26th.

Not to be missed- students in Video will be creating a large-
scale media installation in the Arts Hall on view for one

night only, and students in the Sound class will be
performing live. Please be sure to join our students in

celebrating! 
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 Visual Arts News

For a closer look at what students are working on this quarter, click
here. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GB01DXU67WKyJmQhK1h7IilAG1KwvnWxTdcgysq-Tos/edit?usp=sharing


Tech News

The ECA production team spent the last month hard at
work on scenic design and planning for our second
semester productions. When we weren’t designing sets
(or shoveling snow) we undertook classroom
infrastructure projects to support the incredible
teaching and learning that happens in our school's
classrooms every day. We look forward to getting back
into the tech booth to support the New Music Concert,
Visual Arts Opening, and Theatre Department 10th
grade production coming up in the month of March.





Enjoy these two beautiful articles on Bob Parker and Javier Colon
from our School-wide Assembly held on February 4, 2026.



PACE (Parents for Arts Centered Education) is gearing up for The Great Give, our biggest fundraiser
of the year – and we could really use your help! Whether you can spare an hour, join a small
planning task, or offer support on the day of the event, every bit makes a meaningful difference for
our students. The funds we raise directly support field trips, senior celebrations, classroom needs,
performances, yearbook expenses, prom, and so much more.

There are also plenty of ways to get involved throughout the year – from teacher appreciation efforts
to helping at performances to joining our fun, welcoming board. No pressure, no judgment – just a
community of parents coming together to lift-up our young artists. If you’re interested in joining us,
please reach out anytime: Ppace.eca@gmail.com.

Ali & Amy, PACE Co-Presidents

🌐 PACE Website
📘 PACE on Facebook

📌Upcoming Tuesday Meeting Dates and zoom link :  Click Here To Join! 

March 10, 2026
April 14, 2026
May 12, 2026
June 9, 2026

Please join us online on Tuesday, March 10, at 6:00 PM for our next parent Zoom
meeting! 

https://www.paceeca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/parentsforartscenterededucation
https://zoom.us/j/6052095442?omn=91843737834&jst=2
https://zoom.us/j/6052095442?omn=91843737834&jst=2





