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February at ECA: 

As we move into February, we’re proud to reflect on a wonderful first
month of 2026 at ECA. January was filled with creativity, collaboration,
and inspiring moments across our studios, classrooms, and performance
spaces as an energizing and meaningful start to the year ahead.

During the month of February, we pause as a community to reflect, honor,
and celebrate Black History Month, recognizing the invaluable
contributions of Black individuals throughout history and the profound
impact Black culture continues to have on the arts and our society.

Throughout February and beyond, ECA will highlight Black artists whose
voices, creativity, and leadership have shaped cultural landscapes and
informed creative thinking. This month invites us to broaden our
perspectives, celebrate diversity, and engage in meaningful reflection
through artistic expression, with the hope that these conversations
continue well beyond February.

With appreciation,
Stefanie
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MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

      February Highlights
ECA school wide assembly Wednesday February 4 for all students and
staff

ECA/IRIS team of volunteers are developing workshops for (2/10, 3/10,
& 3/31); we are always looking for more students to get involved! See or

message Amy for details

Coffeehouse is Thursday, 2/5 5:00 - 7:00 pm
see poster below



📞   ATTENDANCE & DISMISSAL REMINDERS

A few quick housekeeping notes as we move into November!

If your student will be absent, arriving late, or leaving early, please call or email the ECA Main

Office as early as possible that day. This helps us track attendance accurately and

communicate with teachers quickly.

We kindly ask that any dismissal changes or early pick-up requests be made no later than

3:15 PM. our staff, classes, and students are often spread across multiple locations at that

time, and therefore we need adequate notice to locate students and minimize classroom

interruptions.

When home districts have days off and transportation is not provided, students are still

welcome and encouraged to attend ECA. If transportation challenges prevent attendance,

the absence will be excused for that day.

Thank you for helping us keep our afternoons safe, and organized for our staff and students!

Your ECA Office Team
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The ECA 2026 Student Advisory Committee
Our Student Advisory Committee provides a space for student voice, leadership, and collaboration to help

shape the experiences, culture, and community at ECA.



ECA is looking for presenters for our Career Day
on April 1  2026. Our parents are great resources
and many of you are in Careers that showcase the
skills that our students are acquiring at ECA. If you

are interested in sharing a window into your
career path please consider filling this form out
Volunteer Presenter Form or call me to discuss

further! In addition, if you know someone who may
be a good fit, please pass along. -Julie Massaro

st

 

From Our School Counselor

https://forms.gle/bJnkoP43WJUM5Xo27


On January 15th, the Collaboration class presented the
Dance/Music/Writing performance CONJOINED. These collaborations
are great for "thinking outside the box" and for interaction with the

greater community at ECA.
Then on January 22nd, the department presented the WINTER

READINGS, in which students read some of their best work in front of
student and then friends and family audiences. Both presentations

were smashing successes. Students shared their work with pride, and
with strong performance skills.

On January 27th, we kicked off semester 2 with a story exchange.
Story exchanges, as developed by the story and empathy organization
Narrative 4, help build community through the learning and sharing of

one another's personal experiences. Students learn the story of
another, and then present that story first person in front of the group.
The stories were sometimes touching, sometimes funny, and always
filled with personality. Students were universally supportive of one

another as we came together as a complete community before
breaking back up into individual classes on the 28th.

Creative Writing News





Music News
The ECA music department was busy through the month of January! All students shared solo performances in
their 2  Quarter Reviews, which allows students to share performance with peers and faculty alike, and
receive detailed, constructive feedback for continued growth. We are incredibly proud of students work
toward these quarterly reviews and notice significant developments across a breadth of musical skills and
capacities. 

nd

23 music department students performed in the CMEA Southern Region Festival ensembles on Saturday,
January 17. Congratulations to all on this achievement, and on pursuing this opportunity to deepen your
studies alongside young musicians from across our region. These students are now preparing to audition for
the All-State Festival. Auditions will be held on Saturday, February 7. 

On Thursday, January 15, students in one of our two music Chamber Ensembles performed in collaboration
with dance and creative writing students in the 4  iteration of an arts collaboration course. This performance
showcased some of the work which had been developed over the course of the fall semester in weekly joint
class sessions. Students generated creative gestures and phrases in exploratory workshops and then
developed these in collaboration with one another and through their work with Polina, Laura, and Saul. 

th

On January 28, despite the snowstorm and cold temps, the music department shared a fantastic PRISM
concert which presented the performances by our chamber, vocal, jazz, and contemporary ensembles, led by
Oliver, Polina, Gretchen, Will, and Amy. Congratulations to all students, and especially those who performed on
the Arts Hall stage for the first time! Many, many thanks to Seth Harris, who designed lighting specific to
each ensemble's performance, enhancing the artistic presentation of this work, and elevating our capacity to
present these performances as part of a cohesive concert. 

Many congratulations to Scarlett Wyrtzen (ECA'26) for being selected as one of only 5 vocalists nationwide to
compete live as a Solo Jazz Vocalist at the National Jazz Festival in Philadelphia, on April 18, 2026. 

Looking ahead, the music department schedule is filled with many new initiatives and guest artist visits. These
include

A visit with composer & pianist Courtney Bryan, Composer in Residence with the New Haven Symphony
Orchestra (Tuesday, 2/3)
Sanctuary Studios - a series of workshops from February - April with vocal artist and ECA alum Surrenity
Williams designed to cultivate artistry and skill in a vocal jazz setting
2/26 & 3/5 - a 2-part seminar on composing music for film with composer & guitarist Eric Phillips,
embedded as part of our music theory curriculum
A department-wide study on the Art & Science of Practice





Theatre News
       Theatre Department Happenings!

We are thrilled to share the many exciting accomplishments and experiences from our
Theatre Department this month. On Thursday, January 22, we proudly hosted our ECA

Shakespeare Competition, with 14 talented students participating. Every student performed
at an exceptionally high level, making for an inspiring and competitive afternoon.  Our

distinguished panel of professional judges from regional theatre institutions deliberated for
45 minutes before announcing the results: Third Place – Vivian Smith; Second Place –

Rowan Simonelli; First Place – Kara Starkey.Congratulations to all our performers! Kara
Starkey and Rowan Simonelli will advance to the English-Speaking Union State Competition

on Wednesday, March 4 in Greenwich, CT. Special thanks go to our in-house Shakespeare
expert, Benjamin Curns, for his outstanding preparation of the students. Kara and Rowan will

continue their coaching with Carolyn Ladd, Benjamin Curns, and myself as they prepare to
compete in Greenwich. 

This past Wednesday, January 28, the Theatre Department took a walking field trip to Yale
Repertory Theatre to experience Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha, an innovative and interactive clown

performance by Estonian artist Julia Masli. The production invited audience members to
share real-life problems, which Masli transformed into moments of absurdity, humor, and

connection—blending comedy, improvisation, and elements of group therapy. Each
performance is uniquely shaped by its audience; many members of our ECA community,
including faculty and students, found themselves on stage as part of the performance,

offering students a powerful example of contemporary performance and communal
storytelling.

We also launched our second semester on Tuesday, January 27, with an exciting slate of new
classes and projects. Tuesday offerings include Stage Combat, Movement I, and Commedia,
alongside ambitious semester-long projects such as A Devised Musical, The Tolstoy Story
Project, and two First-Year Projects. In addition, three seniors are pursuing independent

studies under the mentorship of Professor Elise Morrison of Yale University, further
deepening our partnership with the professional theatre community.

As we move forward into the semester, we are energized by our students’ creativity,
curiosity, and commitment to the art of theatre. We look forward to continuing these bold
explorations, fostering collaboration, and celebrating the remarkable work our students

bring to life both on and off the stage.
          t





Dance News
The Dance Department proudly hosted the MLK Day of Dance, marking a

successful return of this meaningful event. Students from several schools
came together to celebrate diversity in the arts, capped off by a powerful and

beautiful performance from a professional guest artist.
As we move into the second quarter, we are excited to introduce two new

classes to the curriculum: Contact Improvisation and Improvisation. Students
are also hard at work rehearsing for the upcoming Faculty Repertory

Performance, which will take place on March 11 and 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the Arts
Hall. We look forward to sharing this work with our community!



 Visual Arts News
Thank you for celebrating with us at our 2  quarter show! Students have been
documenting and archiving their work, and helping turn over the studios for

their 3  quarter classes. 3  quarter classes will begin this week.

nd

rd rd

Especially for Juniors: Summer Art & Design Pre-College Programs 
Alumni and current students have enjoyed a variety of summer programs to

deepen their skills and explore new artistic experiences. 
We encourage you to explore these opportunities. Many offer scholarships:

Your paragraph texthttps://www.hartford.edu/academics/schools-
colleges/art/admission/high-school-programs/
https://www.interlochen.org/art-summer-camp/high-school
Your paragraph texthttps://precollege.risd.edu
https://www.ringling.edu/academics/precollege/ext
https://www.saic.edu/high-school-programs/early-college-program-
summer-institute
https://www.socapa.org/locations/nyc-camps/
https://www.purchase.edu/academics/youth-and-precollege-programs/
https://asapct.org/programs/summer-photography-intensive/

https://www.cmu.edu/pre-college/academic-programs/art.html
https://www.hartford.edu/academics/schools-colleges/art/admission/high-school-programs/
https://www.hartford.edu/academics/schools-colleges/art/admission/high-school-programs/
https://www.interlochen.org/art-summer-camp/high-school
https://massart.edu/youth-teen-programs/pre-college-summer-studios
https://precollege.risd.edu/
https://www.ringling.edu/academics/precollege/
https://www.saic.edu/high-school-programs/early-college-program-summer-institute
https://www.saic.edu/high-school-programs/early-college-program-summer-institute
https://www.socapa.org/locations/nyc-camps/
https://www.purchase.edu/academics/youth-and-precollege-programs/
https://asapct.org/programs/summer-photography-intensive/




Tech News

This past month the ECA production team had the
pleasure of providing lighting, audio, and projection
support for the interdepartmental collaboration
“Conjoined,” the Creative Writing Department's Winter
Reading, the Theatre’s Department’s Peter Loffredo
Night at the Improv, the Dance Department’s MLK Day
of Dance, and the Music Department’s Winter Prism
Concert. 
Below are a few behind-the-scenes photos of our
lighting and audio work on the Prism Concert.





PACE (Parents for Arts Centered Education) is gearing up for The Great Give, our biggest fundraiser
of the year – and we could really use your help! Whether you can spare an hour, join a small
planning task, or offer support on the day of the event, every bit makes a meaningful difference for
our students. The funds we raise directly support field trips, senior celebrations, classroom needs,
performances, yearbook expenses, prom, and so much more.

There are also plenty of ways to get involved throughout the year – from teacher appreciation efforts
to helping at performances to joining our fun, welcoming board. No pressure, no judgment – just a
community of parents coming together to lift-up our young artists. If you’re interested in joining us,
please reach out anytime: Ppace.eca@gmail.com.

Ali & Amy, PACE Co-Presidents

🌐 PACE Website
📘 PACE on Facebook

📌Upcoming Tuesday Meeting Dates and zoom link :  Click Here To Join! 

February 10, 2026
March 10, 2026
April 14, 2026
May 12, 2026
June 9, 2026

Please join us online on Tuesday, February 10, at 6:00 PM for our next parent Zoom
meeting! 

https://www.paceeca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/parentsforartscenterededucation
https://zoom.us/j/6052095442?omn=91843737834&jst=2
https://zoom.us/j/6052095442?omn=91843737834&jst=2





