
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Wednesday, March 27
th

  
New Music, New Sounds 
6:30 pm Little Theatre 
 

Thursday, April 11
th

  
Film Class Sharing  
2pm & 6:30pm ECA Arts Hall 
 

SPRING RECESS 
April 15

th
 - April 18

th
  

 

Saturday, April 27
th

 
Jazz Live at the 55  
7:00 pm ECA Arts Hall 
 

ECA COMMUNITY EVENTS 
On Tuesday, March 12

th
, ACES 

ECA continued their work with the 
IRIS Integrated Refugee & Immigrant 
Services After School Program in New 
Haven.  
Students across our five disciplines 
developed engaging activities for  
elementary and middle school-aged 
students in an effort to increase   
connection through our   universal 
arts language.  

A special THANK YOU to Creative 
Writing Department Chair, Saul  
Fussiner and Instructor, Margie 
Chardiet, for facilitating this work with 
our students and to our Assistant 
Principal, Amy Christman, for initiat-
ing this partnership with IRIS which 
will continue through the spring           
semester. 
 

On Thursday, March 14
th

, ACES 
ECA students got a special glimpse 
into the New Haven Symphony     
Orchestra (NHSO) rehearsal process 
by attending their open rehearsal.   
 

Students watched NHSO Principal 
Clarinetist David Shifrin, who was 
featured on Mozart’s Clarinet Concer-
to. The program also included Reena 
Esmail’s imaginative “Testament” and 
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 6, 
“Pathetique”. 
 

On Thursday, March 21
st

, the ACES 
ECA Visual Arts Quarter 3 Exhibition 
invited a curious crowd which        
included our ECA families, alumni, 
and friends of the community. The 
work, prominently displayed in     
multiple locations of our building, 
showed the immense growth our stu-
dents have made in their dedicated 
studies. This includes the larger 
sculpture works featured in our Arts 
Hall! 
Congratulations to our Visual Arts 
students for their hard work this past 
quarter.  And a special THANK YOU 

to our Visual Arts faculty for support-
ing this incredible, thought provoking 
work.  
 

On Thursday, March 21
st

, the ACES 
Education Foundation held its 20

th 

Annual Gala at Anthony’s Ocean 
View in New Haven.  Congratulations 
to our student photographer,       
Madeleine Erb '25 and student  
musicians, Isaiah Cross '24, Angel 
Mendoza '24, Daniel Gutierrez '24, 
Alex Gryaznov '24, Harrison     
Seaberg '24, Israel Ortiz '24,     
Dontae James '26, and Amelia 
Shaw '24 for assisting with this 
celebration.  A special thank you to 
ECA faculty, Will Cleary and Paul 
Duda for their support of our     
students at this event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH   
ARTIST HIGHLIGHTS: We invite 
you to visit this link to view the artists 
we have highlighted so far. We will 
continue to add to these slides,     
engage in conversations, and plan for 
opportunities throughout the month of 
March which will allow us all to learn 
more about the impact these artists 
of color have had on our work today.  

203-777-5451 

Kevin Buno, Principal 

Amy Christman, Assistant Principal 

Julie Massaro, School Counselor 

Marsha Guglielmino, School Nurse 

Seth Harris, Technical Director 

Cinthia Cotto, Secretary 

Mariane Banar-Fountain, Dance 

Ingrid Schaeffer, Theatre 

Saul Fussiner, Creative Writing 

Johanna Bresnick, Visual Arts 

Dear ECA Community: 
 

As we dive into the flurry of the spring      
season with its many events and deadlines, 
we wanted to take a moment to remind our 
families and friends to  prioritize self-care. 
Whether it's how you approach your down 
time, your days off, or your vacations, finding 
moments for yourself is crucial.  As part of 
our advocacy, we  wanted to share some 
practices we are incorporating into our lives. 
 

Kevin’s Self-Care 
I recently read "Digital Minimalism" by Cal Newport, which has resonated with me. It  
emphasizes taking a more intentional approach to using technology, focusing on what 
truly matters, and reducing the use of digital tools that don't add value to our lives. As a 
result, I’ve started a new routine when home, “phone away for the rest of the day”.  It’s 
important to stress that I have my good days, and my bad days. 
 

Amy’s Self-Care 
My morning run, especially on the darker, colder mornings, I tell myself that I don’t need 
to run more than a mile, but I need to at least get out the door for the first mile.           
Inevitably, once that first mile passes I am in the groove, shaking off stress, running to 
the beat of my favorite tunes, and appreciating fresh air. I run to feel alive, to get the 
blood flowing, and to generate creative ideas about the day ahead. No matter what   
happens throughout the rest of the day, I know I’ve engaged in time well spent! 
 

While we’re not pushing our agendas onto you, we do believe that modeling the value of 
taking time for ourselves can help us be better present for each other, especially during 
these critical months ahead. 
 

Whatever approach you choose, remember the value that self-care has on you and our 
community. Take care of yourselves, and be well. 

Kevin & Amy  

ECA SPOTLIGHT: VOLUME 14  SEMESTER 2: Weeks 9 & 10 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!  A new date for the 50th Anniversary Celebration will be  
announced in the near future. Please contact Amy Graver & Ali Parmelee at 

amy@elementsdesign.com  aliparmelee@gmail.com  
ECA Prom - May 17

th
 at 7:00 pm  Please contact Amy Christman achristman@aces.org 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17E2dvQO0E7bCTc7j9nU9F6OK1Z8RhdnGfWEb52Y0Hc4/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:kbuno@aces.org
mailto:achristman@aces.org
mailto:jmassaro@aces.org
mailto:mguglielmino@aces.org
mailto:sharris@aces.org
mailto:ccotto@aces.org
mailto:mbanarfountain@aces.org
mailto:ischaeffer@aces.org
mailto:sfussiner@aces.org
mailto:jbresnick@aces.org
mailto:amy@elementsdesign.com
mailto:aliparmelee@gmail.com


ACES/ECA DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

Creative Writing 

The Creative Writing department welcomed New     
Haven’s inaugural poet laureate Sharmont “Influence” 
Little on Thursday during block 2, to hear about his    
journey, to listen to his spoken word poetry, and to have 
a dialogue about why we write. 
 

Beloved Flash Fiction instructor Margie Chardiet will be 
going on maternity leave at the beginning of April, and 
we will be welcoming writer and former ECA instructor 
Arnie Sabatelli back as a long term sub. Many years ago, 
Arnie was Margie’s (and also Michael Jefferson’s)       
instructor in Flash Fiction and Creative Nonfiction, and 
he is excited to return to the 4th floor to inspire            
experimentation and growth in our student writers.  

 

Saul Fussiner, Department Chair 
 

Dance 
For the past two weeks, seniors in the dance department 
led workshops in preparation for their senior project.  We 
had a wonderful department sharing of their work on 
Wednesday, March 20

th
. 

 

On Monday, March 25
th
, dance department seniors begin 

rehearsals for their senior project. The purpose of the 
Senior Choreography Project is for senior dance         
students to design and implement an original piece of 
choreography. Each student will have the opportunity to 
develop a clear choreographic idea into a final piece of 
choreography. They will explore the entire choreographic 
process from pre- to post-production. This will lead up to 
the 2024 Senior Choreography Showcase performance 
in June. 

Mariane Banar-Fountain, Department Chair 

 
Music 

March is Music in Our Schools Month, 
a time to celebrate the essential role of 
music education in our students' lives. 
At ECA, we are proud to reaffirm the 
positive impact  music instruction has 
on our many students. Music not only 
enhances academic performance but 

also fosters creativity, discipline, and a sense of commu-
nity. Let us celebrate the joy of music and the profound 
influence it has on our students' growth and develop-
ment. 
 

Music (cont.) 
 

Our music  students got a special glimpse into the New 
Haven Symphony Orchestra (NHSO) rehearsal process 
by attending their open rehearsal on March 14

th
.  

 

Students watched NHSO Principal Clarinetist David 
Shifrin, who was featured on Mozart’s Clarinet          
Concerto. The program also included Reena Esmail’s 
imaginative “Testament” and Tchaikovsky’s Symphony 
No. 6, “Pathetique”. 
 

Congratulations to our students who completed their  
music reviews this past Wednesday! 
 

The music department will share an evening of new   
music, in the New Music New Sounds concert, on March 
27

th
. The performance will feature works by student and 

professional composers. We will be joined by guest    
musical artist and bass clarinetist Michael Lowenstern. 
 

Amy Christman & Kevin Buno, Co-Chairs 
 

Theatre - Synopsis of Springfest 
 

Chamber Music by Arthur Kopit 
Chamber Music is a 1962 one-act play by absurdist  
playwright Arthur Kopit. The story is set in 1938 
and concerns eight famous women from different        
historical periods who all are interned in the same      
asylum.  The women are, or at least believe they are, 
author Gertrude Stein, martyr Joan of Arc, activist Susan 
B. Anthony, politician Queen Isabella of Spain,          
Constanze Mozart (wife of the famed composer), pilot 
Amelia Earhart, silent-film actress Pearl White, and     
explorer Osa Johnson.  They have come together to  
represent the women of the asylum in planning for an 
attack they believe is soon to come from the men’s 
ward.  The doctor and his assistant, the omnipresent  
figures in the asylum, check in on the women. 
 

Directed by Ingrid Schaeffer  
April 11

th
   6:30pm  Little Theatre  Tickets $15 

 

Theatre for Social Justice 
The students in the Theatre for Social Justice class are 
busy creating characters, writing, and editing scenes 
about a high school debate team that travels to Philadel-
phia to participate in a National Debate Tournament   
regarding the environment. An active shooter outside 
their hotel leads to a blackout and a lockdown, and as a 
result the debate is postponed. The students realize that 
even though we are numb to gun violence, it can happen    
anywhere, and they are left with the question, “How can 
we heal from gun violence if we are still in danger?” 
 

*Not recommended for children 12 and under. 

Directed by Peter Loffredo 
May 2

nd
    6:00pm  Little Theatre   Tickets $10.00 

 
 
 
Dreamscapes 
 

"Dreamscapes" invites you on a whimsical journey where 
dreams merge with reality. Through original scenes, 
monologues, and songs inspired by students' nocturnal 
dreams and future aspirations, "Dreamscapes" explores 
the meaning of human existence. Using documentary 
theatre and autobiographical storytelling techniques    
intertwined with text from August Strindberg's "A Dream 
Play", the performance becomes a fantastical narrative 
of self-discovery. Surrender to the surreal and embrace 
the magic of the unknown in this captivating exploration 
of the human psyche. 
 

Directed by Liz Daingerfield 
May 9

th
    6:30pm  Little Theatre  Tickets $10.00 



ACES/ECA DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS (cont.)  

Theatre - Synopsis of Springfest (cont.) 
 

The Labor Project 
The Labor Project is a collection of scenes and songs 
celebrating the triumphs and trials of working people and 
labor related issues. It features scenes that range from 
depression-era drama by Clifford Odets and Lillian    
Hellman to cutting edge contemporary plays by Lynn 
Nottage and Dominique Morrisseau.  Music ranges from 
the classic musical theatre catalogue to pop to folk and 
to punk. 
 

Directed by Benjamin Curns 
May 23

rd
   6:30pm  ECA Arts Hall  Tickets $15.00 

 

Ingrid Schaeffer, Department Chair 

Visual Arts 
Our 3

rd
 Quarter Student Exhibition was a success!    

Congratulations to our students for their hard work and 
dedication over the past couple months.  And a big 
THANK YOU to all who came to support us.  Below are 
highlights of the work that was on display. 
 

The Opening Reception was held in the ECA 1
st
 floor 

gallery, the 5th floor, and the Arts Hall.  Works featured 
moveable murals and a multi-media installation featuring 
large-scale sculptures, video, and projection mapping by 
more than 20 students. 
 

Each year, students in the Visual Arts department design 
“unofficial” ECA t-shirts to be silkscreened in the       
printmaking class. Shirts and totes with this years’ two 
winning student designs, selected by students and     
faculty, were sold at our 3rd quarter show.  
 

The student-designed and printed shirts are a limited edi-
tion and all funds go to support Visual Arts Department 
activities- please be sure to pick one up! 
 

Below are highlights of the work that was on display. 
 

Johanna (Hanni) Bresnick, Department Chair 



 
PACE  
Parents for Arts-Centered Education 
 

ACES ECA PACE (Parents for Arts-Centered Education) held its third hybrid meeting on Wednesday, December 
13th.  Our families meet with administrators to continue conversations on their vision for the school and opportunities to 
support our students in their artistic endeavors. Please consider joining this wonderful organization which provides       
immense support to the ongoing needs of our school.  PACE is in the process of organizing sub-committees to help    
support the school’s forthcoming endeavors.  To indicate your interest in PACE and to join the mailing list, we invite all 
ECA families to complete this short form. The officers of PACE for the 23-24 school year are: 

 Sara Armstrong, president (parent of ECA visual arts student ‘24 & theatre alumnus ‘21)  
 Kitty Clemens, vice president (parent of ECA music student ‘25)  
 Nick Perrone, secretary (parent of ECA dance student ‘24)   
 Lisa Leamon, treasurer (parent of ECA creative writing student '25 & theatre alumna '23) 
 
UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 
 

 Wed., April 24 at 6:30PM  
 Wed., May 15 at 6:30PM 
 
All meetings will be HYBRID, meeting in person at ECA with online access as well.  There will also be an ECA              
administrator at each meeting to report to the ECA family community about current happenings.  PACE relies upon the 
involvement of our many families to support these and future events.  To learn more about the organization and becoming 
involved, please email PACE at pace.eca@gmail.com 

ACES ECA SOCIAL MEDIA 
ACES ECA continues to celebrate accomplishments,  provide  information on upcoming events, and promote educational 
opportunities through our Facebook Page.  We want to remind all who follow our social media that this is a platform used 
for informational purposes only.  If there are any concerns, social media related or otherwise, we encourage you to reach 
out to Principal Kevin Buno or phone 203-777-5451 at any time.  Our door is always open! 
 
 
 

FINALLY, keep scrolling to review community resources shared by the office of  
ACES Family and Community Engagement. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbLwNd5C7RyhGCPnHjOucz_d7UA0-KYjG4s6QNaavoAoB3bg/viewform
mailto:pace.eca@gmail.com
mailto:kbuno@aces.org




SUMMER CAMP 2024 LIST 


















