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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
50th Anniversary Celebration - June 1

st
 at 6:00 pm 

Please contact Amy Graver & Ali Parmelee at 
amy@elementsdesign.com & aliparmelee@gmail.com  
 

Dear ECA Community: 
 

As we transition from celebrating Black    
History Month to recognizing Women's    
History Month, we want to take a moment to 
reflect on the contributions of women artists 
of all backgrounds and races who have    
significantly influenced and shaped creative 
thinking. Just as we did in February, we will 
continue to showcase the stories and works 
of these artists through various platforms, 
including social media and daily messages. 
 

Our commitment to acknowledging and celebrating the creativity, innovation, and  
resilience of these individuals is part of our broader effort to deepen our collective 
understanding of the impact women artists have had on shaping cultural landscapes 
and influencing creative thought. We believe that by highlighting these artists' stories 
and accomplishments, along with those of artists of color not yet highlighted, we can 
create a more inclusive and enriched educational environment. 
 

We invite you to visit this link to view the artists we have highlighted so far. As we 
move into the month of March, we will continue to add to these slides, engage in 
conversations, and plan for opportunities that allow us all to learn more about the  
impact these artists of color have had on our work today. 
 

Our goal is to keep their stories alive and present within our school, our community, 
and our world. Thank you for your continued support as we strive to create a more 
inclusive and diverse educational experience for all. 

Sincerely, 
Kevin & Amy  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Wednesday, March 27th  
New Music, New Sounds 
6:30pm Little Theater 
 

Thursday, March 28th  

Visual Arts Quarter 3 Showcase 
5pm-7pm ECA 

 
ECA COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

On Wednesday, February 28
th

,  
internationally renowned pianist, 
Olga Kirpicheva, visited ECA to 
provide masterclass workshops 
and performances to our music 
student soloists and small ensem-
bles.   
 

An in demand soloist and chamber 
musician, Olga performs in prestig-
ious venues throughout the world 
such as the Grande Salle Pierre  
Boulez of the Paris Philharmonie, 
the Louvre Auditorium, the Salle 
Gaveau, the Théâtre des Bouffes 
du Nord in Paris, the Salle Flagey 
in Brussels, the Melbourne Recital 
Centre, the Haydn Saal in Vienna 
and the Rudolfinum Hall in Prague. 
 

A special THANK YOU to our    
music instructor,  
Polina Nazaykinskaya, for bringing 
Olga, a friend and colleague of  
Polina’s, to visit our school and 
provide this powerful experience to 
our students. 
To learn more about Olga, please  
visit: 
https://www.olgakirpicheva.com/  
To learn more about Polina and 
Olga’s most recent collaborative 
performance, please visit:  https://
gctyo.org/upcoming-events/ 
 

On Wednesday, March 6
th

, the 
ECA Music Dept. students        
performed solo and small           
ensemble works in a daytime     
recital at Neighborhood Music 
School.  

Congratulations to all performers! 
 
Also on March 6

th
 and Thursday, 

March 7
th

, the ECA Dance Dept.  
presented their ECA Dance     
Repertory.  Congratulations to our 
student performers and a special 
thank you to our Dance Faculty   
Choreographers: 
Angharad Davies, Laura Manzella, 
Nazorine Paglia, Seny Camara 
and Mariane Banar Fountain. 
 

Please read the Dance Dept. news 
to learn more about this special 
event. 
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ACES/ECA DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS  

Creative Writing 
Margie Chardiet's flash fiction students have been 
studying poems to consider the application of          
figurative language in their short stories. An exercise 
this week asked them to create a series of similes   
after reading and discussing a Jack Gilbert poem. 
 

Saul Fussiner's screenwriters are reading one         
another's treatments before critiquing each other's 
scenes in workshop as a way to keep the whole in 
mind while studying the pieces that build that whole. 
 

Saul Fussiner, Department Chair 
 

Dance 
Last week, dance students performed beautifully in ECA 
Dance Repertory. Faculty choreographers this year 
were Angharad Davies, Laura Manzella, Nazorine 
Paglia, Seny Camara and Mariane Banar Fountain.   

Nazorine Paglia collaborated with ECA music              
department faculty Polina Nazaykinskaya in the creation 
of Human. Dancers Kaliah Ames, Isabel Garcia, Corinne 
Maddox, Sofia Manzo, Jorge Villalobos, Maev Webster, 
and Eliana Velazquez performed with music students 
Matiya Kouassi, Hannah Klein-Berger, Leo Slattery,   
Bernadette Sheehan, Audrey Holt, Jason Thomas,    
Naruna Vora Camp, and Claudia Persinger. 
 

In her piece Memories of Metropolitan Ave, Laura     
Manzella collaborated with ECA dance musician and 
composer, Joseph M. Getter. Joseph created an original 
sound score entitled "Sonogenesis". Dancers Clara 
Causa, Jayden Davis, Khaili Dingle-King, Isabella       
Edwards, Alondra Perez, Christine Wirtz, Keira Vergara 
and Ayla Yildiz, performed beautifully. 
 

In Ash in Your Compact, Angharad Davies created    
original choreography performed by Danielle Duarte,  
Lara Kaczmarczyk, Yazia Luna, Victoria McArthur,    
Ashley Mrowka, Samantha Osborn, Sophia Perrone, and 
Alissa Ruff. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mariane Banar Fountain, in collaboration with the    
dancers, created Tug of War performed by dancers    
Vianna Bass, Rosa DeJoy, Adaline Graver, Danica  
Jackson, and Ava O’Kelley. 
 

Seny Camara, our West African technique teacher     
created Dances of the Ages, based on traditional West 
African stories.  His work was performed by Kaliah 
Ames, Vianna Bass, Clara Causa, Jayden Davis, Rosa 
DeJoy, Khaili King-Dingle, Adaline Graver, Lara          
Kaczmarczyk, Sofia Manzo, Victoria McArthur, Ashley 
Mrowka, Samantha Osborn, Maev Webster, and     
Christine Wirtz. 

The success of ECA Dance Repertory would not have 
been possible without the help, expertise and support of 
Seth Harris, ECA Technical Director who, not only ran 
the show but, created original lighting designs for each 
dance. Special thanks to our stage managers Gianna 
DiMicco, Vianna Bass, Rosa DeJoy and Adaline Graver, 
and house managers Alondra Perez, Eliana Velazquez 
and Ayla Yildiz. 

 

Mariane Banar-Fountain, Department Chair 
 

Music 
ECA Music and the CMEA All State Festival 
 

Ten ECA musicians were accepted into the All State 
Festival.  Congratulations to  Hannah Klein-Berger,     
Violin; Amelia Shaw, Clarinet; Israel Ortiz, Bass      
Trombone; Emmy Rosario, Horn; Angel Mendoza, Jazz 
Guitar; Mila Volpe, Natalie Houlton, Perjah Delgado, 
June Lanpher, & Matiya Kouassi, Voice. 
 

An original composition by Perjah Delgado will be        
featured at the All-State Festival through the CMEA 
Composition Competition. Perjah's piece, composed for 
orchestra, will be presented in a Gallery at the festival, 
on Saturday, April 6th, 10am at the Hartford Convention 
Center. 
 

ECA Music students shared solo and small ensemble 
works in a daytime recital on Wednesday, March 6th. 
Congratulations to all performers! 
 

Polina Nazaykinskaya and the String Studio class       
collaborated with Nazorine Paglia and her dance class to 
perform together in the Dance Faculty Repertory        
performance on March 6th & 7th. 
 

The music department welcomed guest artist, pianist 
Ogla Kirpicheva, on Wednesday, February 28th. Olga 
shared her experience as a chamber musician in a 
coaching session with our student trio which is studying 
the trio version of Stravinksy's L'Histoire du Soldat. She 
also gave a thrilling solo recital of works by Chopin, 
Rachmaninoff, and Nazaykinskaya! Olga performed   
Polina's solo piano piece "Dialogues,” composed       
specifically for Olga. Students had the opportunity to   
engage in a Q&A session with Olga and Polina to learn 
more about composition, collaboration, and musical    
interpretation. 

The music department will share an evening of new   
music, in the New Music New Sounds concert on March 
27th.  The performance will feature works by student and 
professional composers. We will be joined by guest    
musical artist and bass clarinetist Michael Lowenstern. 
 

Amy Christman & Kevin Buno, Co-Chairs 



ACES/ECA DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS (cont.) 

Theatre 
On Wednesday, March 5, Daia Jade and Madeleyna 
Gugliotti represented ECA at the English-Speaking 
Union Shakespeare Competition in Greenwich.  They 
both had brilliant performances that were fully realized, 
paying particular attention to meter and clarity, alongside 
strong emotional investment and belief in character and 
story. Their ease with and embodiment of Shakespeare’s 
language is due, in part, to them both being in this fall’s 
The Winter’s Tale production directed by Benjamin 
Curns. 
 

Daia performed Juliet from Romeo and Juliet and Sonnet 
80. Madeleyna performed Isabella from Measure for 
Measure and Sonnet 36.  They competed against 22  
students from the state of CT who won their own 
schools’ competitions. Their instructors are so very proud 
of how hard they worked and how this was reflected in 
their outstanding performances. Initial coaching within 
their classes was conducted by James Luse and       
Benjamin Curns in preparation for our ECA competition, 
and final coaching was given by Carolyn Ladd and Ingrid 
Schaeffer to prepare them for the State competition. 
 

ECA’s Daia Jade won first place and will advance to the 
English-Speaking Union National Shakespeare        
Competition at Lincoln Center on April 15, 2024.  Daia 
will experience an exciting weekend of events in New 
York City that will include a welcome reception, acting 
workshops for contestants, a NYC bus tour, a Broadway 
show and more! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judges for the Greenwich competition included theater 
professionals Chris Sarandon, Actor;  Joanna Gleason, 
Actor/Writer/Producer, and Mark Shanahan, Westport 
Country Playhouse Artistic Director.  A special thanks to 
Anne Hall Elser, Co-Chair of the competition, whose   
efforts have always made attending the competition a joy 
for our students. 
 

Competing against over 20,000 students locally, 
statewide, and finally nationally, ECA students of the 

past have placed in 
the top three in the 
nation. 
 

Congratulations to 
both Daia and Mad-
eleyna! 
We couldn’t be 
prouder of both of 
you! 
 
Ingrid Schaeffer,  
Department Chair 

 

Visual Arts 
Congratulations to the following students.  
 
Madeleine Erb ‘25 received the Gold Key Award    
recognition and Honorable Mention for her photography 
submissions.  
Lemon Brown ‘25  received the Gold Key Award   
recognition for his printmaking submission.  
Lizzie Cleary ‘24 received the Silver Key Award     
recognition for her printmaking submission.  
Brianna Foster ‘24 received an Honorable Mention 
recognition for her printmaking submission to the      
Connecticut Regional Scholastic Art Awards.   
 

A special thank you to Visual Arts Instructor, Karen Dow 
for facilitating and supporting our students and           
submitting their work.   Student submissions will now be 
submitted to the National Competition for review! 
 

Please join us in celebrating the amazing work made by 
Visual Arts students at our upcoming 3rd quarter show, 
March 21st from 5-7pm. The Opening Reception will be 
held in the ECA 1st floor gallery, the 5th floor, and the Arts 
Hall. 
 

Here are some highlights from around the department 
and a preview of the 3rd quarter show.  
 

Painting students are currently working on a                
collaborative, moveable mural, each creating their own 
four-by-four foot section. Instead of designing one large 
image, students’ radically divergent interpretations of the 
thematic topic of Op Art will form a giant mosaic of opti-
cal intensity and bold color. 
 

This quarter, students in video and the 3D/4D class are 
transforming the Arts Hall into a multi-media installation 
featuring large-scale sculptures, video, and projection 
mapping by more than 20 students. This once-a-year 
immersive experience is one night only – March 21st,      
5-7pm – and not to be missed! 
 
Each year, students in the Visual Arts department design 
“unofficial” ECA t-shirts to be silkscreened in the       
printmaking class. Shirts and totes with this years’ two 
winning student designs, selected by students and     
faculty, will be available for sale for $15 at our 3rd quarter 
show. The student-designed and printed shirts are a   
limited edition and all funds go to support Visual Arts  
Department activities- please be sure to pick one up!  

 

Johanna (Hanni) Bresnick, Department Chair 

ACES ECA SOCIAL MEDIA 
ACES ECA continues to celebrate accomplishments,  provide  information on upcoming events, and promote educational 
opportunities through our Facebook Page.  We want to remind all who follow our social media that this is a platform used 
for informational purposes only.  If there are any concerns, social media related or otherwise, we encourage you to reach 
out to Principal Kevin Buno or phone 203-777-5451 at any time.  Our door is always open! 
 
FINALLY, keep scrolling to review community resources shared by the office of  
ACES Family and Community Engagement. 
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PACE  
Parents for Arts-Centered Education 
 

ACES ECA PACE (Parents for Arts-Centered Education) held its third hybrid meeting on Wednesday, December 
13th.  Our families meet with administrators to continue conversations on their vision for the school and opportunities 
to support our students in their artistic endeavors. Please consider joining this wonderful organization which provides 
immense support to the ongoing needs of our school.  PACE is in the process of organizing sub-committees to help 
support the school’s forthcoming endeavors.  To indicate your interest in PACE and to join the mailing list, we invite all 
ECA families to complete this short form. The officers of PACE for the 23-24 school year are: 

 Sara Armstrong, president (parent of ECA visual arts student ‘24 & theatre alumnus ‘21)  
 Kitty Clemens, vice president (parent of ECA music student ‘25)  
 Nick Perrone, secretary (parent of ECA dance student ‘24)   
 Lisa Leamon, treasurer (parent of ECA creative writing student '25 & theatre alumna '23) 
 
UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 
 

 Wed., Mar 20 at 6:30PM  
 Wed., April 24 at 6:30PM  
 Wed., May 15 at 6:30PM 
 
All meetings will be HYBRID, meeting in person at ECA with online access as well.  There will also be an ECA        
administrator at each meeting to report to the ECA family community about current happenings.  PACE relies upon 
the involvement of our many families to support these and future events.  To learn more about the organization and 
becoming involved, please email PACE at pace.eca@gmail.com 
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