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SEMESTER 2: Weeks 1 & 2 ECA SPOTLIGHT: VOLUME 10  

On Wednesday, January 17
th

, our 
Creative Writing Department held their 
reading event for a school wide       
assembly and evening presentation 
where  students shared work that was 
developed over the past semester. The 
readings were compelling, moving, and 
vivid.  
 

Congratulations to our student  writers 
for providing us with this         outstand-
ing program and special thanks to our 
instructors, Saul Fussiner (Creative 
Writing Dept. Chair), Margie Chardiet, 
Michael Jefferson, and Bruce Cohen 
for their guidance and mentorship.   

On Monday, January  22
nd

,  our   
Theatre Arts student group, Ever 
Chasing Alchemy, presented “A 
Night at the Improv,” designed by    
theatre instructor, Peter Loffredo.    
Students performed, through the art of 
improvisation, a variety of scenes that 
relied on audience input.  A good time 
was had by all as evidenced by the 
laughter.  Bravi to our students and 
Peter for their dynamic performances. 

From Monday, January 22
nd

 through 
Tuesday, January 23

rd
, our Creative 

Writing students reflected upon their 
cumulative work through the design of 
books which will showcase a collection 
of their selected writings.  
The added bonus? Their peers penned 
a foreword for each book that will    
introduce the collection for the reader.  
 

Thank you to Creative Writing instruc-
tor, Margie Chardiet, for providing this 
experience to our students. 

On Wednesday, January 24
th

 & 
Thursday, January 25

th
 our Music 

Department presented their Winter 
Concert in the ECA Arts Hall with a 
dynamic set of musical selections 
spanning many genres.   
 

We congratulate our Chamber Orches-
tra String  Studio, Music Theatre Class, 
Brass Studio, Jazz Ensemble, Studio      
Singers, and Contemporary Ensemble 
for such moving performances and 
express our gratitude to their teachers 
for their leadership and guidance. 
                                     
OnThursday, January 25

th
 the ACES 

ECA Visual Arts Quarter 2 Exhibition 
invited a curious crowd which included 
our ECA families, alumni, and friends 
of the community.  The work, promi-
nently displayed in multiple locations of 

our building, showed the immense 
growth our students have made in their 
dedicated studies.  

 

Congratulations to our Visual Arts   
students for their hard work this past 
quarter.  And a special THANK YOU to 
our Visual Arts faculty for supporting 
this incredible, thought provoking 
work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FINALLY, continue to scroll down to 
view the attachments from the office of 
ACES Family and Community      
Engagement.  

Dear ECA Community,  
 
With midterm season behind us, we want to take a moment 
to congratulate our students for their efforts in balancing 
home-school exams with the many performances/
presentations at ECA.  The ongoing commitment to their 
work in two schools is commendable and we are proud of 
their accomplishments.  Looking ahead, we're gearing up 
for a productive second semester. Faculty members are 
preparing new content to challenge and engage students. 
Our goal is to create an environment that encourages 
learning and growth for all. 
 

Beyond academics, we're planning events that showcase the talents and achievements of our       
students. These platforms will allow them to exhibit their hard work, creativity, and passion. Whether 
it's in the arts or fields outside of the arts, we want to celebrate every accomplishment. 
 

In the spirit of looking forward, we are embarking on the admissions/enrollment period for the       
2024-2025 school year. As part of this process, we need your assistance in determining the number 
of available seats for newly enrolled students. To help us plan effectively, we kindly request you to fill 
out the enrollment form linked below. Please note that this form was also sent on ParentSquare on 
Thursday, January 24th and we share it with you here as a reminder.  The information you provide 
will inform us of your student(s)' plans for ECA next school year. 
 

Enrollment Form Link 
 

Please submit this form no later than February 14, 2024 as this will guarantee a seat for your 
student.  Your cooperation and timely response to this request are greatly appreciated. 
 
Let's continue to support each other as we enter the second semester. Our shared enthusiasm for 
learning and commitment to creating a positive community will contribute to a successful and         
rewarding experience in the coming months. 

Kevin & Amy  

ECA COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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ACES/ECA DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS  

Creative Writing 
This week, all students in Creative 
Writing had the opportunity to create, 
print, and sew handmade books based 
on their writing portfolios in their     
various classes. This was a lovely end
-of-semester activity after last week’s 
very successful Winter Readings.  
This project was created and led by 
Flash Fiction instructor Margie   
Chardiet, who deftly taught our writers 
to think visually and to create a lasting 

artifact of their own writing. For each book made, the writer 
receives two copies, and one copy stays with the department 
as a legacy. 

Saul Fussiner, Department Chair 

 
Dance 
Our End of Quarter Sharing took place on Tuesday, January 
23 where students from Jazz Dance History and Dance for the 
Camera classes shared their creative work.    
  
Dance for the Camera: In this class, students learned to 
utilize digital video technologies to create dance for the cam-
era, studying video production and choreography as an artistic 
tool as well as the equipment and skills required to communi-
cate a unique artistic vision. Students explored fundamental 
camera operations, movement, and composition. Choreo-
graphic studies  introduced and reinforced elements of effort, 
shape, theme and variation, repetition, and reordering.   
 
Project: Students chose one aspect of filmmaking that they 
have been studying over the quarter to focus on. Using this as 
their primary focus, each student created a short study that 
illustrated this interest. Below are links that share culminating 
projects from this class: 

Clara’s Project 
Addie’s Project 
Khaili’s Project 

 
Jazz Dance History: Afro-Caribbean and American Vernacu-
lar Jazz Dance History class is designed to introduce students 
to the origins of jazz dance in America. The study of jazz em-
phasizes African and Caribbean, as well as “street” and 
“ballroom” influences. Basic jazz movement, jazz music, and 
rhythmic awareness skills are included. Articulate the ethical 
dimensions surrounding the creation, circulation, and interpre-
tation of the history and culture of jazz dance.   
Project: Students were assigned a jazz choreographer and 
musician to research for their final presentation. Students com-
pleted a 2-page paper and created a 2-minute piece of chore-
ography based on their research.   
  
National Honor Society for Dance Arts Sponsors 
WARM WINTER DRIVE:  
HATS, GLOVES, SCARVES AND SOCKS   
January 29

th
-February 8

th
   

People really need these items to stay warm! Donate unused 
hats, gloves, scarves and new socks.  Boxes will be placed 
around the school, just drop them in by February 8. 
All donations will go to the Columbus House.  
 

Mariane Banar-Fountain, Department Chair 
 

Music 
Congratulations to our 
students and teachers 
who performed for the  
Music Department’s Win-
ter Concerts on Wednes-
day, January 24th and 

Thursday, January 25th!  Our student musicians prepared and 
performed a set of selections spanning many genres that    
entertained families, friends, and students.  Thank you to  our 
Chamber Orchestra/String Studio, Music Theatre Class, Brass 
Studio, Jazz Ensemble, Studio Singers, and Contemporary 
Ensemble for such moving performances and a special thank 
you to our music teachers, Polina Nazaykinskaya, Roy     
Wiseman, Ruben Ortiz, Cynthia Eggers, Ashley Hale, Will 
Cleary, Yiran Zhao, and Gretchen Hary for their leadership and 
guidance which has supported such growth in all of our       
student musicians.  BRAVI, TUTTI! 
 
Congratulations to all ECA students who participated in 
the 2024 CMEA Southern Region Music Festival!  
 

These students spent last 
Friday and Saturday work-
ing with other high school 
musicians from across 
southern Connecticut in 
large ensembles, under the 

direction of conductors from local colleges and universities.  
 
They put a  great deal of time, effort, and artistry to collaborate 
with others, learn new repertoire, and share impressive and 
impactful performances.  
 
Jazz Ensemble: Angel & Isaiah 
Choirs: June, Natalie, Amelie, Mila, Amelia, & J 
Band: Emmy & Emilio 
Orchestra: Amelia, Israel, Claudia, Hannah, & Matiya 
 
Many thanks to ECA Studio Class teachers for their roles in 
supporting student preparation for auditions and festival partic-
ipation, and to Michaela Coppola, ECA Faculty member, who 
attended the festival with students and enthusiastically       
supported their work! 

Finally, congratulations to ECA-North Haven student musician, 
Amelia Shaw, who is one of three winners of the Neighbor-
hood Music School Concerto Competition!   Amelia will be  
featured as a clarinet soloist in a performance of Krommer's 
Concerto for Two Clarinets, at the Greater New Haven Youth 
Ensemble Spring Concert.  
 

Amy Christman & Kevin Buno, Co-Chairs 
 

Theatre 
On Wednesday, January 24, the ECA Thea-
tre Department held our annual Shakespeare 
Competition.  All 17 students that auditioned 
were amazing, so much so, that the faculty 
needed to have call backs before making 
their final decision.  A special thanks to all 
the students who auditions and prepared so 
well.  Also, a special shout out to Benjamin 
Curns and James Luse who coached these 
students. 
  
First place winner is Daia Jade.   
She portrayed Juliet from “Romeo and     
Juliet.”  Second place winner is Madeleyna 
Gugliotti. She portrayed Isabella from 
“Measure for Measure.”  Both Daia and  
Madeleyna will represent ACES Educational 
Center for the Arts at the state competition in 
Greenwich on Wednesday, March 6, 2024. 
  
Coming up on Saturday, February 10 at 6:30 PM at the Little 
Theatre is our Staci Sweeden Quick Play Festival.   
In 24 hours, students write, direct and mount a short one act 
play.  We hope to see you there! 
 

Ingrid Schaeffer, Department Chair 
 

Visual Arts 
Our 2nd Quarter Student Exhibition was a success!  Congratu-
lations to our students for their hard work and dedication over 
the past couple months.  And a big THANK YOU to all who 
came to support us.  Below are highlights of the work that was 
on display. 
 

Johanna (Hanni) Bresnick, Department Chair 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9l3xpNR6pRY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e66Did_vsvk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-cOFox-AQ4


PACE  
Parents for Arts-Centered Education 
 

ACES ECA PACE (Parents for Arts-Centered Education) held its third hybrid meeting on Wednesday, December 13th.   
Our families meet with administrators to continue conversations on their vision for the school and opportunities to support our  
students in their artistic endeavors. Please consider joining this wonderful organization which provides immense support to the 
ongoing needs of our school.  PACE is in the process of organizing sub-committees to help support the school’s forthcoming   
endeavors.  To indicate your interest in PACE and to join the mailing list, we invite all ECA families to complete this short form.  
The officers of PACE for the 23-24 school year are: 

Sara Armstrong, president (parent of ECA visual arts student ‘24 & theatre alumnus ‘21) 

Kitty Clemens, vice president (parent of ECA music student ‘25) 

Nick Perrone, secretary (parent of ECA dance student ‘24)  

Lisa Leamon, treasurer (parent of ECA creative writing student '25 & theatre alumna '23) 
 
UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 

Wed., Feb 21 at 6:30PM 

Wed., Mar 20 at 6:30PM 

Wed., April 24 at 6:30PM 

Wed., May 15 at 6:30PM 
 
All meetings will be HYBRID, meeting in person at ECA with online access as well.  There will also be an ECA administrator at 
each meeting to report to the ECA family community about current happenings.  PACE relies upon the involvement of our many 
families to support these and future events.  To learn more about the organization and becoming involved, please email PACE at 
pace.eca@gmail.com. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbLwNd5C7RyhGCPnHjOucz_d7UA0-KYjG4s6QNaavoAoB3bg/viewform











