Navigating the Maze: Bookshare.org Membership and Accessing eText

1) Obtain membership for the student  @ www.bookshare.org 
a) For membership questions: 1-650-644-3408 mandyt@bookshare.org
b) Review Qualifications: http://www.bookshare.org/_/membership/qualifications
c) Review Membership FAQs http://www.bookshare.org/_/membership/faq
d) See Individual membership section http://www.bookshare.org/_/help/forms
i. See required online registration directions: http://www.bookshare.org/signUpType
ii. The parent will need to sign and return the Individual Membership Agreement. http://www.bookshare.org/assets/docs/Bookshare_Individual_Agreement_2008.doc
iii. A Proof of Disability form signed by a qualified professional also needs to be submitted. http://www.bookshare.org/assets/docs/Individual_Proof_of_Disability.doc
Suggestion: have parent return the Individual Membership Agreement to the Qualified Professional at school, who can fax both forms to Bookshare.org. When membership is confirmed, print out this certification and membership information for CT SDE use. 
2) After membership is obtained, complete the electronic form on p. 5 to obtain eText (called a NIMAS file) and send to Mike Smith, the CT SDE NIMAC representative.  For questions, contact Mike Smith at 860-713-7051 or send an email: Michael.S.Smith@ct.gov.
a) The SDE representative will make sure the NIMAS file is available by contacting Bookshare.org to request the instructional materials for the student.
b) The district contact will be sent confirmation by email when the request is being processed and then when file(s)  are ready to use. They will also receive instructions for accessing the text through the digital text provider Bookshare.org. 
c) For more information about this process, watch: http://www.ctserc.org/nimas/player.html
3) When the NIMAS file is ready, the district will need to access Bookshare.org and convert the file to a readable format. See "Getting Started": http://bookshare.org/_/gettingStarted/overview
4) The district can download free text-to-speech software; e.g. “ReadAloud” and “Victor Reader” or use other software for multi-modal reading. 
Things to consider:
· NIMAC only applies to textbooks published after 2006.
· Publishers continue to retain the copyright protection for their written materials. The district needs to take responsibility to ensure that children who don’t qualify receive this eText. 
www.bookshare.org  Membership
· Free membership 
· Student/staff/family can access site through a username/password from school or home 
· Reference: Membership guidelines and forms 
· Organizational membership also available
· Includes free downloadable text-to-speech software (ReadAloud, Victor Reader)
· Has 70,000+ digital books, textbooks, teacher-recommended reading, periodicals 
Additional Information regarding NIMAS/NIMAC –
Ensuring Access to Students with Print Disabilities 
As a requirement of IDEA-2004, printed textbooks and other core printed materials used in elementary and secondary schools must be available in formats that can be used by all students in the classroom. The National Instructional Materials Access Center (NIMAC) is part of the solution for districts in obtaining these materials in formats that their students can use. In instituting the NIMAC, the federal government created a standard file format, the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) and required the states and local districts to work with textbook publishers to make these file formats available for conversion to systems actually used by children with print disabilities.  

How do I get started?  
 When the school district files an IDEA grant application, they may choose not to participate in the NIMAC. Districts that do not participate are required to submit a detailed plan to the State Department of Education (CSDE) indicating how they will otherwise ensure that students who are blind or have other print disabilities will receive their curricular materials in a timely manner.  

What do I need to do with my textbook orders?  
 When the district submits its order for textbooks, it is recommended that the following language be included in the contract:  By agreeing to deliver the materials marked with “NIMAS” on this contract or purchase order, the publisher agrees to prepare and submit, on or before __/__/__, a NIMAS file set to the NIMAC that complies with the terms and procedures set forth by the NIMAC. Should the vendor be a distributor of the materials and not the publisher, the distributor agrees to immediately notify the publisher of its obligation to submit NIMAS file sets of the purchased products to the NIMAC. The files will be used for the production of alternative formats, as permitted under the law for students with print disabilities.  This is page __ of __ of this contract or purchase order. 
When the book order includes this statement, the publisher will make a NIMAS file set available to the NIMAC for each textbook ordered.  

While having the file sets in the NIMAC will permit your district to access the remainder of this procedure for your students, there is nothing to prevent you from purchasing, directly from the publisher, textbooks in alternate formats for your students. The NIMAC becomes important when those formats are not available directly from the publishers.  

Who is eligible to receive alternative texts from the NIMAC?  
Unfortunately, NIMAC texts are not available to every student who is struggling with reading. The Library of Congress regulations (36 CFR 701.6(b)(1)) related to the Act to Provide Books for the Adult Blind provide that "blind persons or other persons with print disabilities" include: 

(a) Blind persons whose visual acuity, as determined by competent authority, is 20/200 or less in the better eye with correcting glasses, or whose widest diameter if visual field subtends an angular distance no greater than 20 degrees. 

(b) Persons whose visual disability, with correction and regardless of optical measurement, is certified by competent authority as preventing the reading of standard printed material. 

(c) Persons certified by competent authority as unable to read or unable to use standard printed material as a result of physical limitations. 

(d) Persons certified by competent authority as having a reading disability resulting from organic dysfunction and of sufficient severity to prevent their reading printed material in a normal manner. 

"Competent authority" is defined in 36 CFR 701.6(b)(2) as follows: 

 (i) In cases of blindness, visual disability, or physical limitations: doctors of medicine, 

doctors of osteopathy, ophthalmologists, optometrists, registered nurses, therapists, and 

professional staff of hospitals, institutions, and public or welfare agencies (e.g., social 

workers, case workers, counselors, rehabilitation teachers, and superintendents). 

(ii) In the case of a reading disability from organic dysfunction: doctors of medicine who 

may consult with colleagues in associated disciplines. 

So, what next?  
Each district acquires a list of students who meet the above definition. The SDE will not be collecting medical certificates; therefore, the district will be responsible for assuring that only eligible students access this service. The district will need to determine what software the student will be using to access the etext.  Finally, the district will need a list of the text materials the student will need for the coming year including the correct International Standard Book Number (ISBN). 

When you have this material compiled, fill out the form below and fax it to the Bureau of Special Education at (860) 713-7051. The State Coordinator for NIMAC or a designated “Authorized User” will access the NIMAC for the NIMAS file, contact Bookshare, RFB&D or other appropriate organization to initiate conversion of the file and follow up with you to make sure you get your materials. You cannot access the NIMAC yourselves. At this time, the CSDE is the only entity authorized to do this.  

If you complete the steps above before you leave for summer break, you will have your text books in usable format for your eligible students before school starts in the Fall.  

A few last reminders:  
1.  The NIMAC applies only to textbooks published after 2006. The publishers do not have to go back and create NIMAS files for older texts.  
2. Publishers still retain copyright protection for their written material. The law was not intended to circumvent copyright and provide materials to children not covered under the law. It will be your responsibility to ensure that this does not happen in your district.  
3. Increasingly, publishers are making their material available in a variety of formats. When negotiating book orders or are assessing the value of a new text for your district, it would be wise to ask about alternate versions of text that you can purchase directly from the publishers with no restrictions on which students may use them. 

STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
NIMAC Referral 
Fax to: Mike Smith, Bureau of Special Education at (860) 713-7051 
Referred by:  _____________________________ Date: ______________ 
District:  _____________________________   School:   _______________________________ 
Student: _____________________________ Grade:   _____      DOB:   _________________ 
Documentation of qualifying disability is on file:   Y    N         

Name and title of competent authority that determined or certified qualifying disability:  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Format needed:  Braille    Large Print    Digital Text    Audio    Other (specify) _________________ 
Assistive technology used to access the format above: ___________________________________________ 
Student has an account with:     Bookshare:  Y    N         Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic:  Y    N             
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